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ANDREJ KISKA

Andrej Kiska je od roku 2014 prezidentem Slovenské republiky. Vyznava de-
mokratické hodnoty, jako je Ucta k lidskym praviim a svobodam, spravedinost,
respekt k pravidliim a zodpovédnost za vlastni ¢iny, které s nim Masarykova
univerzita sdili. Ve své prezidentské funkci Andrej Kiska zdGraziiuje nadfazenost
zékladnich lidskych a moralnich hodnot nad politickymi zadjmy a zasazuje se
o posilovanivzajemné davéry ve spolecnosti. Zasadné tak v obtizné dobé celo-
svétoveé rostouciho rdstu popularity populistickych a pravicové extremistickych
hnuti pFispiva k rozvoji demokratické ob&anské spole¢nosti na Slovensku a du-
véry obdan( ve stat a jeho instituce. Casto je proto vniman jako pokradovatel
Vaclava Havla a jeho myslenek.

Pred svym plUsobenim ve funkci prezidenta byl isp&8nym podnikatelem.
Po navratu z pracovniho pobytu ve Spojenych statech americkych zaloZil v roce
1990 spole¢nosti Triangel a Quatro, které jako jedny z prvnich na Slovensku
poskytovaly splatkové sluzby. Své manazerské zkuSenosti dodnes predava
studenttim a firmam na raznych prednéskach. V roce 2005 se zacal intenzivné
vénovat také charitativni ¢innosti. Zalozil neziskovou organizaci Dobry Anjel,
ktera pomaha rodinam s détmi, jez se kvili vazné nemoci dostaly do tézké
finanéni situace. Pfed osmi lety se zaslouZil také o vznik obdobné charitativni
organizace v Ceské republice.

Za svou politickou a spole¢enskou ¢innost ziskal fadu ocenéni, napfiklad
Rad svatého Karla ve stupni Velkého kfize v Monaku nebo ocenéni Krigtalové
kridlo za filantropii.



LAUDATIO

Mikulas Bek
rektor Masarykovy univerzity

Vazeny pane prezidente, vazeni hosté, milé kolegyné a kolegové,

Masarykova univerzita udéluje podle svych vnitfnich pravidel Velkou zlatou
medaili zahrani¢nim pfedstavitelim vefejného Zivota jako ocenéni jejich zasluh
o demokracii, lidstvo a vzdélanost. Mezi jeji nositele se zaradili napfiklad princ
z Walesu ¢i Madeleine Albright. Je ovSem tfeba fici, ze toto vyznamenani nase
univerzita udéluje s velkou stfidmosti, rozhodné nejde o inflaéni minci, kterou
bychom se snazili uplacet kolem Brna projizdéjici zahrani¢ni statniky, aby svou
navstévou dodali univerzité lesku. Jestlize dnes predavame nejvysSi univerzitni
ocenéni prezidentu Slovenské republiky Andreji Kiskovi, pak jde o vazny projev
naseho uznani. Symbolickad hodnota tohoto vyznamenani, které tentokrat preda-
vame v kontextu oslav stého vyroc&i zaloZzeni nasi univerzity, se vztahuje k hod-
notam, jez jsou zédkladem tradi¢ni vnitfni kultury nasi univerzity. Demokratické
hodnoty moznéa nase akademicka obec vnima o néco citlivéji, nez je tomu
jinde, nebot jsou pravé v nasi historické kolektivni paméti spojeny se zalozenim
univerzity kratce po vzniku masarykovské republiky a byly niterné prozivany jak
v obdobich nacistického &i komunistického Utlaku, tak ve chvilich znovunabyté
svobody v roce 1989. A stejné tak je tomu i dnes, kdy se znovu ukazuje, Ze ani po-
listopadovy demokraticky rezim neniv nasi zemi samozrejmosti, ktera by nebyla
ohroZena erozi. A v této dnesni situaci prokazujeme prezidentu Kiskovi uzna-
nizato, Ze jej mlizeme povazovat za blizkého spojence pfi obhajobé hodnot, jez
jsou pro svobodny rozvoj univerzit nezbytnym predpokladem, nebot dnes jde
znovu o délbu a kontrolu moci ve staté, toleranci mensinovych nazoru, neza-
vislost médii, ochotu pomahat potfebnym &i odvahu &elit strachu z nezndmého.

Nebudu se na tomto misté pokouSet podat politicky Zivotopis vyzname-
naného ani se nebudu pokouset kriticky vyrovnavat s jeho riznymi medialnimi
obrazy. Soustfedim se na to, co povazuji za nejpodstatnéjsi pro to, aby Védecka
rada Masarykovy univerzity na muj navrh rozhodla o tom, ze se Andrej Kiska
zafadi mezi nositele Velké zlaté medaile. A tady samoziejmé plati to, ze prezi-
dent, podobné jako v men§im méfitku rektor ¢i dékan, neni na prvnim misté
¢lovékem - pan prezident snad promine - ale instituci. Andrej Kiska je prezi-
dentem Slovenské republiky, statu, ktery je ndm v mnohém blizky nejen geogra-
ficky, statu, z néjz na Masarykovu univerzitu jiz tradi¢né pfichazi nejvétsi pocet
zahranic¢nich studentd, aktualné vice nez pét tisic z celkovych tficeti. Jsme
vlastné nejvétsi slovenskou univerzitou mimo Slovensko. Prezidentu Kiskovi
patfi dik za to, Ze po celou dobu svého prezidentského mandatu usiluje o dalsi
kultivaci vzajemnych vztaht mezi Slovenskou a Ceskou republikou, vztahtl, jez
jsou mozna nami, Moravany, prozivany zvlasté niterné.

Byt instituci ov§em samozrejmé nestaci. Andreji Kiskovi patfi naSe uzna-
nizato, Ze v prezidentském Ufadé dokazal balancovat pokoru viéi statnické roli
s civilni lidskosti. Dokazal projevit, napfiklad ve véci uprchlické krize, elementar-
ni altruismus i tam, kde stfedoevropsky politicky mainstream populisticky pro-
padl primitivhimu sobectvi. Pozorovatel z moravského biehu feky Moravy je



vdécny za to, Ze ve svém pojeti vykonu prezidentské funkce nepodiehl ani
Sedivému Urednictvi, ale ani svérazu vulgarniho humoru a lacinych bonmo-
0. Najit dnes vrcholného politika, ktery by se nesnazil o dryac¢nické herecké po-
jeti své role, je pro akademické publikum osvéZujicim zazitkem.

Velkou zlatou medaili tedy Masarykova univerzita udéluje Andreji Kiskovi
jako ocenéni jeho Usili 0 rozvoj sebevédomé ob&anské spoleénosti a za jeho pfi-
spévek k uchovani masarykovské a Stefanikovské tradice ve slovenské, ceské
a Cesko-slovenské politice. Quod bonum, felix, faustum, fortunatumque sit.






HISTORICKY KOMENTAR

Jiti Hanus$
Historicky Ustav Filozofické fakulty Masarykovy univerzity

O paralelach a analogiich ¢esko-slovenského univerzitniho vzdélavani nelze
mluvit bez kontext(, zejména bez souvislosti vyvoje spoleéného statu ve 20. sto-
leti, jehoz existence byla ovlivnéna vyraznou pretrzkou v letech 1939-1945 a fak-
tickou ztratou samostatnosti v letech 1948-1989, kdy se ¢eskoslovensky stat
dostal do ,kolonialniho podruci“ SSSR.

Prvni vyznamnou souvislost vytvafi skuteénost, Ze prvni ¢eskoslovenska
republika vznikla nejen s republikdnskou formou vlady, ale vznikla v obdobi
socialniho radikalismu (vzpomerime na tehdejsi bouflivou situaci v tehdej$im
Rakousku, Madarsku ¢i Bavorsku), v obdobi antiklerikalnich/antikatolickych
nalad, které se tykaly pfedevsim ¢eskych zemi (méné Moravy a takika vibec
Slovenska), a téZ v obdobi tzv. echoslovakismu, ktery mél vyustit ve splynuti
kategorie etnicity a ob&anstvi. Z Eeského hlediska se jednalo o statni ideologii
svého druhu, a to s paternalistickymi prvky — néktefi autofi hovofi dokonce
0 ,éeském nacionalismu v deskoslovenském havu“'. Cesi totiz Ceskoslovensko
mnohdy povaZovali za ,Cesky stat", v némz vykonavali civilizaéni poslani vici
Slovakdm a Rusindm.

Druhym kontextem je ptece jen ponékud rozdilny vyvoj Cech(i a Slovakd
ivjednotném staté. Ten pouze doklada skute¢nost, ze se jednalo o dva narody,
které se pokous$ely o statni spoluziti. Tento rozdil Ize ukézat na celé fadé udalosti
20. stoleti, i kdyz jej zastrel nejdfive Eechoslovakismus a posléze komunismus,
ktery po druhé svétové valce prekryl narodni rozpory a ambice proklamovanym
internacionalismem. Jeden pfiklad za v§echny: rok 1968 byl vniman v ¢eskych
zemich spiSe s dlirazem na demokratizaci spole&nosti, ve slovenském prostiedi
vice rezonovala myslenka federalizace stéatu.

Treti souvislost tvofi slovanskéa idea o vzajemném bratrstvi, ktera vznikla
jiz ve starém Rakousku (pfipomerfime napfiklad ,bratrstvi“ moravského Aloise
Koliska a slovenského Antona Hlinky!), které se tahlo jako ¢ervena nit jesté
hluboko do 20. stoleti. Tato nit ale nebyla zase tak pevn4, jak si mnozi politici
predstavovali. A to uz od po&atku ¢eskoslovenského statu: ,Kdyz Albert Prazak,
Gesky profesor déjin ceské a slovenské literatury na bratislavské univerzité,
rozvijel své minéni o tom, Ze spisovna slovenstina vlastné stale neexistuje,
naslouchali mu jenom v ¢eskych zemich. A kdyz dal$i z eskych profesor(
v Bratislavé, historik Vaclav Chaloupecky, psal na poc¢atku 30. let o ,Drang nach
Osten' stfedovékych ¢eskych panovnikd Vaclava ., Boleslava . i Il. nebo Pre-
mysla Il. Otakara, dali mu na Slovensku najevo, Ze se jich tyto specificky ceské
reminiscence netykaji.*? K tomu je zapotiebi dodat, Ze i instituce, které mély
jednotu spoluvytvaret, napfiklad organizace Sokol, mély na zapadé a vychodé
zemeé zcela jinou pozici.

1 Srov. Balik Stanislav: Sto let od vzniku Ceskoslovenska -
kontinuita v diskontinuité. In: Kontexty 5/2018, s. 6.
2 Kosatik, Pavel: Ceské snéni. Praha 2010, s. 37-38.



Neodpovidalo by to historické realité a ani by nebylo spravedlivé pouze
kritizovat eské angazma. Pravé oblast Skolstvi je dobrym pfikladem toho, jak se
Cesi v prvni republice snazili napomoci Slovakiim vyrovnat jeden z handicapti
nerovnomérného vyvoje. ZaloZeni a rozvoj bratislavské univerzity je jednim
z mnoha kauz, na nichZ se da ukézat analogie vyvoje v ¢eskych zemich a na
Slovensku (podobné jako v Brné zahgjila bratislavska univerzita svou ¢innost
se ¢tyrmi fakultami: Iékarskou, pravnickou, filozofickou a pfirodovédeckou), ale
také ochota ¢eskych vysokoskolskych ucitelt spolubudovat slovenské instituce.

Pres v8echny obtize je zapotiebi konstatovat, ze ,projekt Ceskoslovensko”
nebyl az tak nelspésny, jak by se mohlo zdat s pohledem upfenym na pocatek
90. let. | ,sporadany rozchod“ v letech 1992-1993 je dlikazem o kultivovanosti
nejen Geské a slovenské politické reprezentace, ale zejména cosi vyznamného
vypovida o kultivovanosti obou narodnich skupin, kultivovanosti, ktera se nezro-
dila ze dne na den a je spise vysledkem dlouhodobého vzajemného ovliviiovani
také na vysokych Skolach. Jak napsal €esky historik Jan Rychlik: ,,Obé republiky
maiji nyni v sou¢asnosti skute¢né vynikajici a bezproblémové vzajemné vztahy
azaroveri do$lo k opétovnému sblizovani Cechd a Slovak, ktefi jiz mezi sebou
nevidi fyzickou hranici, a neciti se tak byt v druhé republice v ciziné'“® Toto
tvrzeni se da nejlépe dolozit na studentech ze Slovenska bytujicich na ¢eskych
univerzitach, napfriklad brnénské Masarykové univerzité.

Oblast vzdélavani a péstovani védy, vysokého Skolstvi a univerzitni kultury
je samoziejmé specificka. Diky dramatickym historickym okolnostem a revo-
luénimu diskontinuitnimu vyvoji se da fici, Ze jak pozitivnim vyvojem, tak nega-
tivnimi zkuSenostmi prosla jak ¢eska, tak slovenska spole€¢nost. Komunistické
obdobi znamenalo ve své podstaté v oblasti politiky, ekonomiky, kultury a $kol-
stvi katastrofu, ale sou¢asné také zapas o kontinuitu védecké prace a vytvare-
ni hodnot navzdory politickému rezimu panujicimu v celém Ceskoslovensku.
| pres ,drsné" padesata léta, ,smutna“ |éta sedmdesata, kde ¢eska vysokoskol-
ské inteligence zaznamenala obrovské ztraty, se dafilo diky osvicen&jSim lidem
mimo ostre sledovana centra drzet uréitou Uroven védecké prace a vyuky. Diky
ponékud odliSnému institucionalnimu vyvoji a trhlindm v celorepublikovém
dohledu nad oblasti Skolstvi a kultury bylo i za komunistického rezimu mozné,
aby se odbornici dostali k potfebné literature, nebo dokonce aby nalezli nové
zaméstnaniv existenéni nouzi. Podobné fungovalo také rozdéleni tzv. odborné
sféry na vysokoskolskou a akademickou, které na jedné strané predstavovalo
akceptovani sovétského modelu, na strané druhé znejasnéni celé vzdélavaci
a vyzkumné oblasti, a tudiz i problémy pro dohliZejici statni aparat.

Koneéné, v byvalém Ceskoslovensku neslo jen o vysokogkolské ugite-
le a akademické pracovniky. V ramci existence Ceskoslovenska se dostalo
vzdélani na Geskych i slovenskych univerzitach tisicdm mladych lidi, ktefi za-
ujali vyznamné postaveni — at uz jako védci, ucitelé, I1ékafi, technici, pravnici
a podobné - a ktefi se potykali s revolu¢nimi dobami a razantnimi proménami
spole¢nosti podobné jako jejich vysokoskolsti ugitelé.

3 Srov. Rychlik, Jan: Rozdéleni Cesko-Slovenska. 1989-1992. Praha 2012, s. 397.



HISTORICKY KOMENTAR

Roman Holec
Katedra slovenskych dejin Filozofickej fakulty Univerzity Komenského

Cesko-slovenské vztahy a ich vyUstenie do vzniku spoloéného §tatu boli vzdy
dvojsmernou cestou, vyhodnou pre obe strany. Aj preto mohli byt pre niekoho
emocionalnym, pre iného zase pragmatickym rozhodnutim. Obe &asti tohto
vztahu si v iom nasli to, ¢o ich obohacovalo a prinasalo im Gzitok. Vo vzajom-
nych vztahoch vSak existovali polozky, ktorymi disponovala len jedna strana
a svoje vyhody a moznosti zoSiroka poskytovala tej druhej. Medzi také patrilo
Skolstvo. Stredné, odborné, univerzitné.

Boli ¢asy, ked &eski a moravski evanjelici vyhladavali $koly na dneSnom
slovenskom Uzemi, kedze v Uhorsku bola vaésia ndbozenské sloboda a spo-
lo¢ny liturgicky i kultrny jazyk ¢eskych a slovenskych evanjelikov umozrioval
bez problémov komunikaciu i ideovy transfer. Skolské roky Frantiska Palackého
v Trencine a na lyceu v dnesnej Bratislave boli zdaleka nie jedinym prikladom.
Po roku 1867 sa vSak situacia prudko zmenila. Politické pomery v Uhorsku po
nastoleni dualizmu neumozfovali rozvoj nemadarského $kolstva. Slovenské
stredné Skoly padli za obet asimilaénej politike $tatu a rovnako klesal pocet
fudovych 8kél s vyuGovacim jazykom slovenskym. V ¢ase rozvijajucich sa poli-
tickych narodno-emancipacnych snah sa Slovaci ocitli prakticky bez $kolstva,
¢o mohlo mat katastrofalne nasledky pre ich nadrodnouvedomovaci i vS§eobec-
novzdelavaci vyvoj.

Pomocnt ruku vtedy podali Cesi a Moravania, ktori svoje stredné, odborné
a vysoké Skoly otvorili slovenskym zaujemcom, ba prostrednictvom réznych
stipendii, podpornych fondov, jednotlivcov i indtitucionalne (Ceskoslovanska
jednota, spolok Detvan, Radhost a iné) podporovali prichod i pobyt Slovakov na
¢eskych a moravskych skolach, ako aj na ¢eskej univerzite v Prahe a technike
v Brne. Doslova tisicky mladych ludi - chlapcov i diev€at — na nich ziskali nielen
vzdelanie, odbornost a kvalifikaciu, ale aj Zivotné skisenosti, kultarny rozhlad
a Uzky vztah k bratskému narodu. Slovami FrantiSka Pastrnka z roku 1898 , jest
zajisté nanejvyse zapotrebi, aby Z&dna schopné hlava se Slovensku neztratila.
Nebotvtom vézi ipadek slovensky, Ze lid se nem(ize na pfirozenych zakladech...
vzdélavati. Nahradou zde mohou byti jediné nase deské skoly - v Cechach
a na Moravé... V na8i spole¢né praci lezi naSe sila a budocnost. Madafi §koly
slovenské zaviraji — nasi povinnosti jest umozniti, aby co nejvétsi ¢ast Slovaku
mohla nav§tévovati §koly nase v8ech druh(." Hoci o spolo¢nom §tate vtedy
este nikto nechyroval, tu sa kladli zaklady vzajomnych vztahov, vzajomného
poznévania sa i predpokladov k spoloénej budicnosti.

Morava a Brno zohravali vdaka geografickej i konfesionalnej blizkosti tra-
di¢ne vyznamnu Ulohu z hladiska saturovania slovenskych vzdelévacich potrieb.
Spomerime stredné $koly v Prerove, Uherskom Hradisti, Hodonine, Straznici,
odborné Skoly v Prostéjove a Kromérizi, dievéenské $koly v Olomouci a Brne,
priemyselnd i obchodnu $kolu v Brne a mnohé iné.

Do roku 1918 zohravala vyznamnu Ulohu vo vzdeldvani slovenskych Stu-
dentov Vysoka Skola technické a od roku 1919 aj Masarykova univerzita v Brne.
Rozvijala sa paralelne s bratislavskou Univerzitou Komenského, s ktorou ju



spéjal rovnaky rok zaloZenia i po¢etni vyucujici pésobiaci od zaciatku — neraz
i paralelne — na oboch univerzitach. Slovenski Studenti (i pedagégovia) tvori-
li vzdy prirodzenu sucéast brnianskeho univerzitného prostredia, na ¢om ni¢
nezmenilo ani rozdelenie spoloéného §tatu roku 1992. Prave naopak, mnohi
vyborni slovenski Studenti prichadzali a prichaddzaju v ¢oraz vaéSom mnoz-
stve Studovat do Brna. Dévodov je viacero: odbory, ktoré su v porovnani so
slovenskymi jednoducho kvalitnejSie vybudované, vaésie moznosti uplatnenia
poskytované zahrani¢nym $tadiom, ale pdsobi i vyzva, Ze ide o geograficky, ja-
zykovo a mentalne najblizSiu kvalitni a renomovanu (uz zahrani¢nu) univerzitu,
na ktorej sa Slovaci pritom citia ako doma.

Presne ako pred rokom 1918, tak i po roku 1992 sa Masarykova univerzita
stava priestorom, kde budlca ¢eska i slovenska inteligencia ziskava vdaka bez-
prostrednym kontaktom stale tak délezity ¢esko-slovensky rozmer. Dochadza
ku kultdrnemu, myslienkovému i odbornému transferu, k upeviiovaniu medzi-
[udskych, priatelskych i celoZivotnych zvazkov. A Ze z kultirneho transferu viac
profituju Slovaci, to ma svoje historické i logické korene. Mensi je (a musi byt)
vzdy otvorenejsi a najma ¢eské prostredie ho svojou blizkostou mimoriadne
obohacuje, a tento proces sa su¢asne stava celozivotnym navykom. Lebo ako
povedal T. G. Masaryk, ¢loveka nerobia svetovym cesty po svete, ale mentalne
spracovanie toho, o nam svet poskytuje.

V 21. storoc€i su univerzity socialne otvorenym a medzinarodne prepojenym
prostredim, politicky a kultdrne vyznamnym faktorom s velkym vplyvom na
véetky stranky verejného Zivota i hospodarskej sféry. Cesko-slovensky tradiéne
nastavena Masarykova univerzita spifia takto vysoko nastavené parametre
a zohrava vyznamnu a historicky uz overenu ulohu pri formovani slovenskej,
nielen vedeckej, ale i SirSie profilovanej intelektualnej elity.
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ANDREJ KISKA

Andrej Kiska has served as the president of the Slovak Republic since 2014. He
professes democratic values including respect for human rights and freedoms,
justice, respect for rules and responsibility for one’s actions, in short: values
shared by Masaryk University. As president, Andrej Kiska has always empha-
sized the superiority of basic human and moral values over political interests,
and advocated the strengthening of mutual trust across society. At a difficult
time, with populist and right-wing extremist movements on the rise around

the world, he has contributed to the development of a democratic civil society
in Slovakia and bolstered citizens’ trust in the state and its institutions. He is
frequently perceived as a successor to the ideas espoused by Vaclav Havel.

Prior to being elected president, Andrej Kiska was a successful entrepre-

neur. In 1990, following his return from work in the United States, he founded

Triangel and Quatro, two companies which were among the first to provide

hire-purchase services in Slovakia. Even today, he spends time passing on

his managerial experience to students and companies in the form of various

lectures. In 2005, he shifted focus to charity. He founded Good Angel, a non-
-profit organization dedicated to helping families with children who have found

themselves in difficult financial situations in the wake of a serious illness. Eight

years ago, he participated in the establishment of a similar charitable organi-
zation in the Czech Republic.

He has received a number of awards for his political and social activities,

including the Grand Cross of the Order of St-Charles, and the Crystal Wing

Award for Philanthropy.
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LAUDATIO

Mikulas Bek
Masaryk University rector

Dear Mr President, Guests and Colleagues,

In accordance with its internal rules, Masaryk University bestows the Great
Gold Medal upon foreign public representatives as an appreciation of their
merits to democracy, humanity, and culture. The awardees of this Medal inc-
lude, for example, the Prince of Wales and Madeleine Albright. It is, however,
important to mention that our university awards this honour with a great degree
of moderation; it is certainly not an inflation coin with which we would attempt
to bribe foreign politicians passing through Brno into visiting our university
in order to boost our prestige. Today’s conferring of the university’s highest
award upon Andrej Kiska, the President of the Slovak Republic, is therefo-
re a profound expression of our respect and admiration. The symbolic value
of this award, which we are bestowing in the context of our celebrating the
100th anniversary of Masaryk University's founding, is related to values which
have formed a foundation of our university’s traditional internal culture. Our
academic fellowship may be somewhat more sensitive to democratic values
than others might, as such values are associated in our collective historic
memory with the university’s founding shortly after the establishment of the
Masarykian republic, and as they were personally experienced during the Nazi
occupation and Communist oppression, as well as since the re-establishment
of our freedom in 1989. And it remains very much so even today, when we are
being shown again that we cannot take our current post-November democra-
tic regime for granted and that it may be eroded. It is in this present situation
that we are expressing our appreciation to President Kiska for being able to
consider him a close ally in the line of defence for values that are a necessary
requirement for the free development of universities, as division and control
of government powers, tolerance of minority opinions, media independence,
willingness to help those in need, and the courage to face the fear of the unk-
nown have become hot topics again.

| shall not attempt at this moment to describe the political life of the
awardee, nor shall | critically asses his various media images. | shall instead
focus on what | consider the most important fact for the Scientific Board of
the Masaryk University to consider in accepting my proposal and deciding to
include Andrej Kiska among the holders of the Great Gold Medal. And it also
applies here, as much as it does on a lower level about a Rector or a Dean, that
a President is not considered first a human - I am sure Mr President will forgive
me for saying so — but an institution. Andrej Kiska is the President of the Slovak
Republic, a country that is very close to us not only geographically - it is also
the country from which the largest number of foreign students have traditio-
nally been coming to Masaryk University (currently more than five thousand
out of the total thirty thousand students). We are, in fact, the largest Slovak
university outside of Slovakia. We express our thanks to President Kiska for his
efforts throughout his presidential mandate to further cultivate the relationship
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between the Czech and Slovak Republics, which is perhaps a relationship that
we, Moravians, hold particularly dear.

Being an institution is, however, not enough. Andrej Kiska deserves our
respect and admiration for being able to balance his humility to his statesman
role with civil humanity. He was able to show elementary altruism, for example
during the Refugee crisis, even when the Central-European political main-
stream populistically sunk into primitive selfishness. An observer from the
Moravian bank of the Morava river is grateful that Kiska in his interpretation of
the presidential function has not succumbed neither to grey clericality, nor to
the peculiarities of vulgar humour and cheap witticisms. It is a truly refreshing
experience for the academic audience to find a high-ranking politician without
a wordmonger approach to their role.

The Masaryk University therefore bestows upon Andrej Kiska the Great
Gold Medal in appreciation of his efforts to build a confident civil society and for
his merit to preserve the Masarykian and Stefanikian tradition in Slovak, Czech
and Czecho-Slovak politics. Quod bonum, felix, faustum, fortunatumque sit.
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HISTORICAL COMMENTARY

Jiti Hanus$
Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Masaryk University

The parallels and analogies of Czechoslovak university education cannot be dis-
cussed without context, and especially without the context of the development
of a common twentieth-century state, the existence of which was influenced
by a significant break in 1939-1945 and by the factual loss of sovereignty in
1948-1989 with the Czechoslovak state falling prey to the “colonial grip” of
the USSR.

The first essential piece of background information is the fact that the
First Czechoslovak Republic not only originated with a republican form of
government, but it was formed during a period of social radicalism (let us
recall the turbulent situation in the Austria, Hungary and Bavaria of the day),
in an anti-clerical/anti-Catholic atmosphere, manifested primarily in Bohemia
(less in Moravia and even less in Slovakia), and during a period of so-called
Czechoslovakism, which was to facilitate a merging in terms of both ethnicity
and citizenship. From the Czech point of view, it was a state ideology of sorts,
with certain paternalistic elements — some scholars even speak of “Czech
nationalism in Czechoslovak clothing™! Indeed, Czechs frequently considered
Czechoslovakia to be a “Czech state” which enabled them to carry out their
mission to civilize the Slovaks and Ruthenians.

The second piece of context is the rather disparate development of Czechs
and Slovaks even within their common state, demonstrating the fact that the
state itself was essentially a platform for two nations trying to coexist. These
disparities are evident from a series of twentieth century events, though ob-
scured first by Czechoslovakism and subsequently by Communism, which
proclaimed an internationalism designed to overcome national contradictions
and ambitions following World War |l. One example in lieu of many: while in the
Czech lands the events of 1968 were perceived with a great deal of emphasis
placed on the democratization of society, it was the notion of state federaliza-
tion which primarily resonated in Slovakia.

A third piece of contextual information is the Slavic notion of mutual broth-
erhood, which originated in the days of the Austrian Empire (let us recall the
“brotherhood” of the Moravian Alois Kolisek and the Slovak Anton Hlinka!) and
which ran like a scarlet thread well into the twentieth century. However, this
thread was not as strong as many politicians had imagined ever since the
beginning of the Czechoslovak state: “When Albert Prazak, a Czech professor
of Czech and Slovak literary history at the University of Bratislava, spoke of the
de facto non-existence of a unified literary Slovak language, his notions were
only accepted in the Czech lands. And when the historian Vaclav Chaloupecky,
another Czech professor lecturing in Bratislava, wrote in the early 1930s of
the ‘Drang nach Osten’ espoused by medieval Bohemian rulers including

1 Cf. Balik Stanislav: Sto let od vzniku Ceskoslovenska -
kontinuita v diskontinuité. In: Kontexty 5/2018, p. 6.
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Wenceslas |, Boleslaus | and Il and Ottokar I, he was promptly informed
that these purely Czech reminiscences were of no concern in Slovakia.”? It
is certainly noteworthy that even institutions tasked with bolstering national
unity, such as the Sokol movement, held completely different positions in the
east and west of the state.

This would not correspond to historical reality; moreover, it would not be
fair to only criticize Czech involvement. The educational area constitutes a good
example of how Czechs attempted to help Slovaks offset one of the handicaps
arising from uneven development in the First Republic. The founding and de-
velopment of the University of Bratislava constitutes a suitable case study for
demonstrating the analogous developments taking place in the Czech lands
and in Slovakia (as in Brno, the University of Bratislava was initially composed of
four faculties: medicine, law, philosophy and science) as well as the willingness
of Czech university teachers to help grow Slovak institutions.

Despite all encountered difficulties, it must be said that “project
Czechoslovakia” was not as unsuccessful as it might have seemed from an
early 1990s point of view. Even the “orderly divorce” of 1992-1993 not only
constitutes proof of the cultivated nature of the Czech and Slovak political
representations but, in particular, provides telling evidence of the cultivation
of both national groups, a cultivation which was not built in a day and which
was instead the outcome of long-term interaction developed - among other
places —at universities. The Czech historian Jan Rychlik notes: “The two repub-
lics now enjoy truly excellent and harmonious relations; Czechs and Slovaks
are not troubled by any notions of a physical border, nor do they feel that they
are visiting a foreign country.”® This claim is perhaps best documented by
pointing to Slovak students studying at Czech universities, e.g. at Masaryk
University in Brno.

The area of scholarship, science, higher education and university culture
is naturally a specific one. As a result of dramatic historical circumstances and
developmental discontinuity caused by the Velvet Revolution, both Czech and
Slovak societies may be said to have been shaped by positive and negative
developments. While the communist period was, in essence, a disaster for
politics, economics, culture and education, it also facilitated the struggle for
the continuity of scholarship and the advancement of values in the face of the
political regime of former Czechoslovakia. Despite the “harsh” 1950s and the

“sad” 1970 s, a period during which the Czech university intelligentsia suffered
enormous losses, a certain standard of scientific and educational endeavour
was maintained thanks to enlightened figures outside of the heavily supervised
centres. Due to uneven institutional development and imperfections in the
nationwide oversight of education and culture, scholars were able to secure
access to essential literature or even find new jobs when in need, in spite of
the limitations imposed by the communist regime. The division of the so-called
professional sphere into university and academic components functioned on
a similar basis: on the one hand, the Soviet model was accepted as fact, on

2 Kosatik, Pavel: Ceské snéni. Prague 2010, pp. 37-38.
3 Cf. Rychlik, Jan: Rozdéleni Cesko-Slovenska. 1989-1992. Prague 2012, p. 397.
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the other hand, it obscured the entire area of education and research and thus
provided a host of issues for the supervising state apparatus.

Finally, the impact of developments taking place in former Czechoslovakia
was not limited to university teachers and academics. Throughout the exist-
ence of Czechoslovakia, Czech and Slovak universities provided an education
to thousands of young people who went on to assume a host of significant
positions — as scientists, teachers, physicians, technicians, lawyers, etc. — all
of whom braved revolutionary times and radical social changes alongside their
university teachers.
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HISTORICAL COMMENTARY

Roman Holec
Department of Slovak History, Faculty of Arts, Comenius University

Czech-Slovak relations, eventually resulting in the establishment of acommon
state, were always a two-way street, advantageous for both sides. The relation-
ship itself was driven by emotion on the one hand and by pragmatic decision-
-making on the other. Both parties found it enriching and beneficial in many
respects. However, command of certain components of the relationship was
the domain of only one of the parties, though its advantages and opportunities
were widely shared with the other. One such area was education, secondary,
vocational and university.

There was a time when Czech and Moravian evangelicals sought out
schools located in present-day Slovakia, primarily due to the greater religious
freedom afforded in Hungary and thanks to the usage of a common liturgi-
cal and cultural language which facilitated communication and fostered the
transfer of ideas between Czech and Slovak evangelicals. The school years of
Franti§ek Palacky spentin Trenéin and his subsequent enrolment at a lyceum
in present-day Bratislava are by no means an isolated example. However, the
situation changed abruptly after 1867. In the wake of the establishment of dual
monarchy, the political situation in Hungary no longer facilitated the develop-
ment of non-Hungarian education. Slovak secondary schools fell prey to the
state assimilation policy, as did a number of primary schools where teaching
was conducted in Slovak. In a period of evolving political and national emanci-
patory efforts, the Slovaks found themselves practically without an education
system, which could have had catastrophic consequences for the development
of their national and general consciousness.

A helping hand was fortunately lent by the Czechs and Moravians, who
opened their secondary and vocational schools and universities to Slovak
applicants while also providing scholarships, establishing endowment funds
and mobilizing both individuals and institutions (Czech-Slavic Unity, Detvan
Society, Radhost and others) in support of the arrival and subsequent stay
of Slovaks at Czech and Moravian schools, at the Czech university in Prague
and at the technical school in Brno. Literally thousands of young men and
women were thus able to acquire education, expertise and qualifications
while also gaining experience, enhancing their cultural awareness and de-
veloping a close relationship with a brotherly nation. As noted by FrantiSek
Pastrnek in 1898: “/t is of the utmost importance that no capable Slovak
mind be lost. For that is the cause of the decline of Slovakia, the simple fact
that the people lack an education based on a natural foundation. The only
substitute is afforded by our Czech schools - in Bohemia and Moravia... Our
common work is our strength and future. Slovak schools are being closed
by the Hungarians - it is our duty to provide as many Slovaks as possible
with the opportunity to attend a variety of our schools.” Although the notion
of a common state had yet to be broached, the groundwork for a mutual re-
lationship and understanding as well as assumptions for a common future
were already being laid out.
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Thanks to geographic and confessional proximity, Moravia and Brno have
traditionally played a significant role with respect to the saturation of Slovak
educational needs. Let us mention secondary schools in Pferov, Uherské
Hradisté, Hodonin, Straznice, vocational schools in Prostéjov and Kroméfiz,
girls’ schools in Olomouc and Brno, an industrial and commercial school in
Brno and many others.

Prior to 1918, the Technical University played an important role in the ed-
ucation of Slovak students, with Masaryk University joining the cause in 1919.
From the very beginning, the university developed in parallel with Comenius
University in Bratislava: not only were the two established in the same year, they
also shared a number of teachers, many of whom were active - sometimes si-
multaneously - at both institutions. Slovak students (and teachers) were always
an inherent part of the university community, a fact that changed little with the
division of the common state in 1992. Indeed, many excellent Slovak students
have since come —and more continue to come - to study in Brno. The reasons
are several: in addition to fields of study which are of significantly higher quality
in comparison with those found in Slovakia, and improved career opportunities
fostered by international studies, Masaryk University is not only geographically,
linguistically and mentally close, it is a renowned high-quality (and now even
international) institution where Slovaks feel at home.

After 1992, not unlike before 1918, Masaryk University became a place
where close contact between Czechs and Slovaks fostered the development
of a future intelligentsia with a significant Czech-Slovak dimension. In addition
to promoting cultural, intellectual and scientific transfer, it is a place where
interpersonal ties, friendships, and life-long relationships are developed. The
claim that this cultural transfer is more profitable for Slovaks is an assertion
grounded in history and rooted in logic. The smaller of the two parties is (and
must always be) more open; as a result, it will be continuously enriched by its
proximity to the Czech environment, a process which subsequently becomes
a lifelong habit. For, as noted by T. G. Masaryk, a man does not become worldly
by travelling the world, but by mentally processing what the world has to offer.

In the 21% century, universities comprise a socially open and internation-
ally interconnected environment, a politically and culturally significant force
with major influence on all aspects of public life as well as on the economy.
The traditionally Czech-Slovak Masaryk University meets all of these demand-
ing requirements and is thus able to play a significant and historically well-

-established role in the formation of a scholarly — and also more generally
intellectual - Slovak elite.
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